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ACCLAIMED CONTEMPORARY PAINTER SUSAN ROTHENBERG 
LECTURES AT CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Rothenberg is ... our best painter's painter: Just canvas 
rectangles, tubed oil paint, some dirty brushes and a couple of 
palette knives. — Peter Plagens, Newsweek, 1993 

CLEVELAND — The major mid-career painter Susan Rothenberg will be a guest speaker 
at the Cleveland Museum of Art on Sunday, Sept. 27, 1998, at 3;30 p.m. This lecture is 
the latest in a series of semi-annual presentations sponsored in part by the museum's 
affiliate group, the Contemporary Art Society. Says Tom Hinson, curator of contem- 
porary art and photography and staff liaison with the Society; “Susan Rothenberg is one of 
the most important artists of her generation, a wonderfully gifted painter. It's a real 
privilege to give museum visitors the chance to meet her and hear her speak about her 
work.” Tickets are $5 ($2 for students, free for CMA members), and will be available 
beginning Aug. 25 at the Membership and Ticketing Center; 1-888-CMA-0033 or 
(216) 421-7350. 

Rothenberg is credited as a leader in the 1970s in restoring the figure — that is, 
recognizable human and animal form — to her works and to a world of contemporary art 
that had become dominated by abstract shapes. International renown followed her 
enigmatic, silhouetted images of horses, often portrayed in motion — as Hinson describes 
them, “not at all naturalistic but infused with the vigor of the majestic animal.” 

She was born in 1945 in Buffalo, NY, where, as a child, she took art classes at the 
Albright-Knox Art Gallery. A 1992-1994 retrospective exhibition of her paintings and 
drawings was organized by the Albright-Knox, where it opened before continuing a six- 
city tour. Reviewing this show, Robert Hughes of Time magazine remarked of one of the 
more recent works, “Only a major talent could have produced it.” 

(more ... ) 
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Rothenberg lecture — 2 

The CMA acquired its first work by Rothenberg, the 1986-87 oil painting Vaulting, the year 
after the artist finished it. It is a characteristically large, thickly and energetically painted canvas 
some 7-1/2 x 1 1 feet, whose central human figure is portrayed in overlapping stop-action instants, 
airborne in a pole vault. Rothenberg is also represented in the museum's print collection, by the 1992 
woodcut Dead Rooster U4. 

Rothenberg is a veteran of the art schools of Cornell University, the Corcoran Museum 
School, the State University of New York at Buffalo, and George Washington University. 

In private life, she is married to conceptual artist Bruce Nauman and spends much of her time 

on their ranch in New Mexico. She is represented by Sperone Westwater in New York City. 

* * * 

“Contemporary Art: It Figures,” a symposium featuring painter Alex Katz and other guests 
speakers, is the next Contemporary Art Society event for the public. It will focus on the 
revitalization of figural work in contemporary art. It is being planned for the morning of Saturday, 
Nov. 14, 1998, the first full weekend of the major exhibition Cleveland Collects Contemporary 
Art, organized by Tom Hinson. Admission to the symposium will be $35 ($25 for CMA members 
and $10 for students). For more information about registration and speakers, call (216) 421-7340, 
ext. 461. 
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